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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This is a Final Office Action in response to Applicants Amendment filed on August 29, 2006. 
Claims 1, 12, 23 and 34-37 have been amended. Claims 9, 19 and 30 have been cancelled. 
Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-29 and 31-37 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-29 and 31-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yoakum et al (hereinafter, "Yoakum", U.S. Pat. No. 6,658,095). 

As per claims 1, 12, 23 and 34, Yoakum discloses a system, method and logic for presence- 
based management in a communication network, the system comprising: 

• an instant messaging (1M) and presence server coupled to one or more network devices 
in a communication network, the network devices coupling two or more endpoints to 
each other and enabling communication between a first one of the endpoints and one or 
more second ones of the endpoints (col. 9, lines 46-65), the IM and presence server 
being operable to: 
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• using 1M, discover one or more of the network devices (col. 9, lines 56-67 and col. 10, 
lines 1-10); 

• using IM, obtain presence information on the discovered network devices from the 
discovered network devices (col. 10, lines 17-44); and 

• using the presence information on the discovered network devices from the discovered 
network devices, maintain presence data associated with the discovered network devices^ 
an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to instruct one or more discovered 
network device to perform one or more particular tasks (col. 1 1 , lines 50-67 , col. 1 2, 
lines 1-9 and lines 13-35). 
As per claims 2, 13 and 24, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein presence information on a discovered network device indicates a current 
presence status of the discovered network device (col. 11, lines 50-67 and col. 12, lines 
1-9). 

As per claims 3, 14 and 25, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein one or more portions of the communication network together comprise a trust 
domain (col. 3, lines 62-67 and col 4, lines 1-15). 

As per claims 4, 15 and 26, Yoakum discloses wherein: 

• the IM and presence server and one or more of the network devices support one or more 
of Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) and SIP for Instant Messaging and Presence- 
Leveraging Extensions (SIMPLE) Protocol (col. 9, lines 46-65); and 
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• the IM and presence server uses SIP, SIMPLE Protocol, or both to discover one or more 
of the network devices and obtain presence information on the discovered network 
devices from the discovered network devices (col. 9, lines 46-65). 

As per claims 5, 16 and 27, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein, using IM, a network device automatically communicates a publish message to 
the IM and presence server in response to the network device booting up, the publish 
message discovering the network device to the IM and presence server . 

As per claims 6, 17 and 28, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein, using IM, a network device communicates a publish message to the IM and 
presence server in response to a discovery request from the IM and presence server, the 
publish message discovering the network device to the IM and presence server (col. 9, 
lines 66-67 and col. 10, lines 1-10). 

As per claims 7, 18 and 29, Yoakum discloses wherein: 

• an authorized user at an endpoint is able to subscribe to status notifications on one or 
more discovered network devices from the IM and presence server, a status notification 
comprising presence information on one or more discovered network devices (col. 11, 
lines 50-67 and col. 12, lines 1-9); 

• the IM and presence server communicating the status notifications to the user at the 
endpoint using IM (col. 11, lines 50-67 and col. 12, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 9, 20 and 31, Yoakum discloses: 
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• wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to instruct one or more 
discovered network devices to perform one or more particular tasks col. 1 1 , lines 50-67 
and col. 12, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 10, 21 and 32, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to manage one or more 
discovered network devices across one or more network boundaries between the endpoint 
and the one or more network devices col. 11, lines 50-67 and col. 12, lines 1-9). 

As per claims 11, 22 and 33, Yoakum discloses: 

• wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able to manage one or more discovered 
network devices using an IM and presence client (IMPC) at the endpoint, the authorized 
user providing input to and receiving output gone the IMPC via a network-management 
application operable to generate a graphical user interface (GUI) for managing the one or 
more discovered network devices col. 11, lines 50-67 and col. 12, lines 1-9). 

As per claim 35, Yoakum discloses a system for network, the system comprising: 

• an instant messaging (IM) and presence server coupled to one or more network devices in 
a communication network, the network devices coupling two or more endpoints to each 
other and enabling communication between a first one of the presence-based 
management in a communication endpoints and one or more second ones of the 
endpoints (col. 9, lines 46-65), the IM and presence server being operable to: 

• using IM and one or more of Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) and SIP for Instant 
Messaging and Presence-Leveraging Extensions (SIMPLE) Protocol, discover one or 
more of the network devices (col. 9, lines 46-65); 
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• using IM and one or more of SIP and SIMPLE Protocol, obtain presence information on 
the discovered network devices from the discovered network devices, presence 
information on a discovered network device indicating a current presence status of the 
discovered network device (col. 9, lines 56-67, col. 10, lines 1-10 and lines 17-44); and 

• using the presence information on the discovered network devices from the discovered 
network devices, maintain presence data associated with the discovered network devices a 
wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to instruct one or more 
discovered network devices to perform one or more particular tasks (col. 1 1 , lines 50-67 , 
col. 12, lines 1-9 and lines 13-35). 

• As per claim 36, Yoakum discloses a system for presence-based management in a 
communication network, the system comprising: 

• a first device in a communication network (col. 9, lines 56-65); and 

• a second device in the communication network, the second device operable to convey to 
the first device a presence of the second device in the communication network that is 
independent of a presence of a human user , wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is 
able, using IM, to instruct one or more discovered network devices to perform one or 
more particular tasks to perform one or more particular tasks (col. 10, lines 29-43, col. 

1 1, lines 50-67 , col. 12, lines 1-9 and lines 13-35). 
As per claim 37, Yoakum discloses a system for presence-based management in a 
communication network, the system comprising: 

• a first device in a communication network operable to communicate with a second device 
in the communication network using instant messaging (IM) independent of first user 
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input at the first device and independent of second user input at the second device a 
wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM to instruct one or more 
discovered network devices to perform one or more particular tasks to perform one or 
more particular tasks (col. 7, lines 45-49, col. 10, lines 29-43, col. 1 1, lines 50-67 , col. 
12, lines 1-9 and lines 13-35). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed August 9, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Office notes the following arguments: 

a. Yoakum does not teach, " wherein an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to 
instruct one or more discovered network devices to perform one or more particular tasks to 
perform one or more particular tasks ". 
In response to: 

a. Applicants argues that Yoakum does not teach an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using 
IM, to obtain presence information on a discovered network device from the discovered network 
device to perform one or more particular tasks". However the Examiner disagrees with this 
assertion. Yoakum teaches a presence system capable of monitoring state information from 
devices over a network. The users of the presence system configure the devices in order to start 
sending status information to a certain entity associated with the presence system (col. 7, lines 
45-49). Therefore, Yoakum does teach an authorized user at an endpoint is able, using IM, to 
obtain presence information on a discovered network device from the discovered network device 
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to perform one or more particular tasks since the users of the system can configure devices to 
sending status information to a certain entity. The Examiner interprets the " instruct one or more 
discovered network devices to perform one or more particular tasks by an authorized user " as the 
users of the system configuring the devices to start sending status messages to a certain entity. 
Also, the Examiner interprets the "one or more tasks" as "sending status information". Applicant 
is reminded that the examiner is entitled to the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims. 
The Applicant always has the opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad 
interpretation by the examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be 
interpreted more broadly than is justified. In re Prater 162 USPQ 541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969). 
Hence, for the above reasons, it is believed that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 provides 
substantial evidence to support the rationale statement in the above rejection. The rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 102 should be sustained. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LaShonda T Jacobs 

Examiner 
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